In the midst of a debate on access to information, the World Health Organization and the FAO have decided to develop a strategy to guarantee the right of poor countries to have free access to scientific publications. This right is often denied, mainly because of high subscription costs. For this reason, universities and research centres in southern countries must forego buying magazines, which are a valuable instrument for updating, and exchanging information on research and scientific issues. 
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This choice has been made in an historical period when the industrialized world is marked by a knowledge-based economy. The 2000 Millennium Summit and the 2002 World Food Summit have stated that the so-called "digital divide" -in other words the different degree of penetration of digital technologies and consequently of knowledgeis one of the major obstacles to development. Thus, several years ago a series of initiatives were launched within the scientific community in the attempt to bridge the digital divide. It is however very significant that these two UN agencies decided to tackle the issue of scientific information with a view to promoting economic and social growth in developing countries. This is why Hinari and Agora were created.
The Cornell University -that has fine-tuned the access system -, and with Maurice Long's arbitration. Indeed, the negotiations were extremely complex and required the maturing of mutual trust between publishers and the organisation.
However, the global project is much vaster and Agora is only one of the instruments which are deemed essential for the knowledge-based economic development of poor countries. Indeed, the high cost of magazines limiting the spreading of scientific information is matched by the uneven distribution of the digital technologies necessary for accessing it. Generally, the isolation of research centres is caused in the first place by the inability to access technology and in the second place by 2 the unavailability of data. This is why the FAO project aims at sharing technology and not only information. The success of the Hinari and Agora projects led Anton Mangstl, Director of the FAO's Library and Documentation Systems Division, to set up a negotiation project in cooperation with telecommunications companies. The initiative aims at convincing these companies to grant poor countries temporary free access to the infrastructures and instruments which are necessary to spread computer technologies and the use of the network. Once the technological framework has been created, the information can finally be conveyed However, the issue does not only concern the potential provided by the network to convey scientific information. Indeed, the two approaches are characterised by a significant distinction between the production of scientific data and their validation within the international community. In the open access philosophy, this validation is no longer based on peer review, but rather on a collective approach to the production of scientific knowledge. The above distinction might end up by hindering the efforts of international organizations.
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